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The main task of the Department during its first six years was
to compile a complete and accurate list of monuments. Every
important monument was visited and notes were made regarding its
history, the legends connected therewith, its architectural and artistic
features, its inscriptions, if any, its present condition and the
measures necessary to secure its preservation. Photographs were
taken and drawings made, and mechanical estampages were pre-
pared of all available inscriptions for permanent record. As a result
of this exploration a number of ancient sites, buildings, sculptures
and inscriptions which were hitherto unknown were discovered, and
new light shed on many a monument regarding which the informa-
tion already available was either inaccurate or incomplete. It is
proposed to publish in book form the information thus collected.

The Gwalior territories include the sites of important ancient
cities such as Ujjayini (near modern Ujjain), Vidisa (Besnagar, near
modern Bhilsa), Kantipuri (modern Kotwal), Padmavatl (modern
Pawaya, and not Narwar as held by Cunningham), Tumbavana
(modern Tumain), and Devagiri (modern Deva Dungari), which,
when properly excavated, are likely to throw a flood of new light
on ancient history.

Of these Ujjayini is the most ancient and perhaps the most
important. It is mentioned in the religious books and literature of
the Buddhists, the Jains and the Hindus. It is associated with
the names of popular heroes like Udayana and Vikramaditya of
hoary legend. It was a famous seat of religion, learning, commerce
and culture, long before the beginning of the Christian era. It was
the capital of the western provinces of the Mauryan and the Gupta
empires. The city of Vidisa is mentioned in the Hindu, Buddhist
and Jain literature and the Puranas. It was the capital of Agni-
mitra, a Sunga prince immortalized by Kalidasa in bis Malavikagni-
mitra. Kantipuri and Padmavati, two of the three capitals of the